
BENEFITING THE C HILDREN & TEAC HERS OF FTCNS!

SILENT/LIVE AUCTION PREVIEW
BENEFITTING THE CHILDREN AND TEACHERS OF FTCNS

Saturday • May 1, 2010 • 7:00pm
DANK Haus German American Cultural Center

4740 North Western Avenue

hand in hand
FTCNS TENTH ANNIVERSARY FUNDRAISING GALA



PROUD SUPPORTER
of Families Together Cooperative Nursery School

FIVE YEARS IN A ROW!



WELCOME TO THE FTCNS TENTH ANNIVERSARY GAL A!

Tonight, we have so much to celebrate.

We are here to honor some of the parents and community members who made it

possible to open FTCNS in our current location. Please take a look at the FTCNS History

section and the FTCNS Honors Our Founders and Leaders insert in this program to read

about our history and the individuals who brought Families Together to Edgewater ten

years ago and grew the school into what it is today.

We are here to revel in our amazing present-day community of dedicated parents and

staff. I have worked in schools my entire adult life; never, have I witnessed a place where

parents and staff are engaged in such rich, respectful, and productive discussions about

children, teaching, and learning.

Finally, we come together tonight to complete the second phase of our yearly fundraising

campaign, so that FTCNS can continue to thrive and serve an economically diverse

community of families. This campaign would not be possible without the tireless and

inspired work of Jill Christian, our Fundraising Chair, and her fantastic committee of parent

volunteers. In turn, their accomplishments would not be possible without the fabulous

donations solicited by our resourceful and creative parent community. Thank you!

Families Together is a unique gem in a city with many wonderful options for early child-

hood education. We are a place where a child will be understood and valued for exactly

who he or she is. We are a school where creative, joyful, open play and children‘s ideas

are authentically at the center of everything we do. We are a community where parents

and children make deep, long-lasting connections. Finally, we are an example of the

magic that can happen when families, educators, and administrative staff work hand-in-

hand towards an inspirational vision for early childhood education.

Tonight, I invite you to be as generous as you possibly can be in supporting our wonderful

school. Every dollar that you contribute will directly benefit children and families.

The purchases and donations that you make tonight will allow a greater number of

families to afford FTCNS and will enhance our classroom resources and teacher

training and support.

Thank you so much for being part of the Families Together community!

Laura Pinsof

President, Board of Directors

Families Together Cooperative Nursery School



Our event theme, Hand-in-Hand, captures the essence of Families Together. Every

success of the school results from the cooperation of students, teachers, and most of all,

parents. Last fall’s online auction and our upcoming Tenth Anniversary Gala are no

different. Children participated in making class projects, our teachers provided fantastic

auction items, and parents worked all year to solicit donations and use their amazing

talents to create spectacular pieces. This is how we fund the school we all love.

I owe a huge thank you to the Fundraising Committee for organizing an amazing

on-line auction—which earned over $21,000, a record—and putting together the Gala.

The Gala is sure to be a fun event and a great success!

Please congratulate the following committee members for their effort the next time you

see them:

Because of your extraordinary effort and countless hours of work, the community will be

celebrating ten wonderful years at our Gala.

Finally, I would like to thank Aimee Skinner, our Administrative Director; Laura Pinsof,

Board President; and the Board of Directors for your unwavering support.

Please take a look at the attached preview of some of our excellent auction items. Then,

put your dancing shoes on, get your checkbooks out, and get ready for a great party!

Best,

Jill Christian

Fundraising Chair

T H A N K YO U

� Kavita Alford

� Sarah Berman

� Jamie Brunson

� Tracey Dobson

� Meredith Glick

� Courtney Fritz

� Dana Hall

� Barb Lea

� Denise Milito-Stockwell

� Sue Serra

� Gigi Sharba

� Julie Simon

� Marcella Squires-Ducsay

� Jennifer Tanaka

� Janel Toal

� Abear White

� Erin Whitt

� Airan Wright
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TA B L E O F C O N T E N T S

Everyone Smiles at City Kids Dental!
�� Safer Digital X-rays

�� DNA toothprints

�� Dental Sealants

�� Custom-fit Sports Guards

�� Gentle Cleanings

�� Emergency Care

4700 N. Western Ave., Suite 1A Chicago, IL 60625
(773) 293-2700 www.CityKidsDental.com

Dr. Mary E. Tierney, DDS, MS, shows 
patients how to brush teeth.
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GAL A SC HEDULE
7–9:00pm: Drinks and Hors d’oeuvres

Silent Auction open for bidding

9–10:00pm: Silent Auction ends/Live Auction begins at 9pm
10th Anniversary Honoree Presentation

10–11:00pm: Live Music from BS Brass
Drinks and Dessert
Auction Check-out

11:00pm: Last call
Final auction check-out
Gala ends at 11:30pm

DRINK TIC KETS
Upon entering the gala, you will receive two drink tickets good for
beer, wine, or mixed drinks. Additional drink tickets ($4 per ticket)
may be purchased from the check-in table throughout the evening.
Bartenders will not accept cash payment for drinks.

SILENT AUCTION
The silent auction opens at 7:00 pm. The minimum bid will be on
each bid sheet. Each item must be raised by the minimum bid
increment listed on the bid sheet. To be valid, bids must comply
with these minimums and be legible. To place a bid, print your full
name with your bid amount on the bid sheet. Doing so constitutes
a legal contract to purchase that silent auction item, at the price
you stated, if your bid is the winning bid. The last (highest) valid
bid entered prior to the section closing will be the winning bid.

Alterations of any bid by bidders are prohibited. Once a bid is writ-
ten it may not be crossed out. Bid sheet adjustments may occur only
with the approval and signature of a Silent Auction Official. Please
locate an Auction Official if you wish to retract a bid.

The Fundraising Committee reserves the right to withdraw any item
at any time without notice before the actual sale. In the event of a
dispute, the Fundraising Committee shall act as final authority in de-
termining the winning bid.

MULTI-WINNER SILENT AUCTION ITEMS
A “blind” auction will be conducted for items with multiple winners.
Each bidder will write the maximum bid he/she is willing to pay for
one slot on a numbered slip of paper and put it in the jar for the des-
ignated item. At the close of the silent auction, the top bids up to the
maximum number of slots will win the item. In the event of a tie, the
winner who made their bid earlier, as evidenced by their bid num-
ber, will prevail.

Last, but not least, bid early, bid often, and enjoy your auction win-
nings! The funds we raise will support Families Together and make
a difference for our students.

LIVE AUCTION
An announcement will indicate the close of silent auction bids and
the start of the live auction. When bidding in the live auction, please
hold up your hand toward the auctioneer. The live auction will con-

tinue until all items are sold. A bid acknowledged by the auction-
eer is a legal contract to purchase the item.

PAYMENT

At check-in each bidder will fill out a registration form listing a credit
card to secure their auction purchases. Any auction purchases will
be charged to the credit card on file. If an auction winner would
prefer to pay by cash or check, they may provide that payment at
check-out.

C HEC K-OUT

All receipts will be kept at the Check-Out area. At the end of the
evening, please report to the alphabetized row for your last name
to retrieve your items and receipt. You must pay in full prior to items
being disbursed to you. It is the responsibility of the purchaser to lo-
cate and remove his/her winning item(s) by the end of the auction.
FTCNS will not transport auction items off-site at the end of the night.

TERMS OF SALE

All items and services are subject to the terms and conditions spec-
ified by the donors. All sales are final. There will be no exchanges
or refunds. FTCNS does not make any expressed or implied war-
ranties or guarantees on auction items regarding quality or value
of items or services. FTCNS has attempted to describe and catalog
all items correctly, but all items are offered and sold “as is” and
“with all faults”. FTCNS neither warrants nor represents, and in no
event shall be responsible for the correctness of descriptions, gen-
uineness, authorship, provenance or condition of the items. No
statement made in this catalog or made orally at the auction or
elsewhere shall be deemed such a warranty for tax purposes or
market value. Items have not been appraised unless otherwise
noted. Reservations for trips and vacation accommodations must be
mutually arranged with the donor unless otherwise noted. No re-
funds will be allowed on travel packages for canceled tickets
and/or accommodations. By the buyer’s purchase, the buyer
waives any claim for liability against FTCNS, its elected and ap-
pointed officials, members and employees, sponsors, volunteers
connected with the auction, and/or the donor of the item. Neither
FTCNS nor the donor is responsible for any personal injuries or
damage that may result from the use of the property or services.

TAX INFORMATION

FTCNS is a tax-exempt organization under Section 501(c)(3) of
the Internal Revenue Code. The amount of your contribution that is
deductible for Federal income tax purposes is limited to the excess
of the amount of money contributed by you over the estimated
value of the goods and services that you receive. This catalog
and/or the item bid sheet lists the fair market value of each item.
Please save your check-out receipt for tax purposes and check with
your tax advisor for specifics.

GA L A S C H E D U L E • AU C T I O N I N F O R M AT I O N



Pizza Party with the FTCNS Teachers
Parents, do you want a night out? Bid on a spot for your FTCNS
child at the annual Pizza Party with the Teachers. On Friday,
May 21 from 5–7:00pm, your child will enjoy pizza, games, and
a movie with Mary, Craig, Salena, Deadre, and Ellen.

This items is subject to the bidding rules for multiple winners. A winning bid entitles you
to one space at this event for your FTCNS child.

Bidding starts at $20 per slot. There are 20 slots available.

Estimated Value: Priceless!
Donated By: FTCNS Teachers

Young 3s Class Playdate at Family Grounds Café
End the school year with a bang by spending the morning with
the Green Families at Family Grounds Café. The Young 3s Class
will have the indoor play space/café all to themselves on
Wednesday, June 2 from 9–10:30am. Family Grounds Café,
located at 3652 N. Lincoln Avenue, is a hip Chicago coffee
shop with an indoor play space where kids are welcomed and
appreciated! Food and drinks not included.

This items is subject to bidding rules for multiple winners. A winning bid entitles you
to one space at this event for your FTCNS child.

Bidding starts at $20 per slot. 16 slots available for the playdate.

Estimated Value: Priceless!
Donated By: Family Grounds Café

Nursery Classes Playdate at Jump Zone
Calling all Yellow and Blue Families! Would your kids enjoy
playing with their fellow classmates and working their “sillies”
out? Bid on one of 20 available slots for a playdate with fellow
Nursery students at the Jump Zone inflatable play space in
Niles on Thursday, June 3. Kids will enjoy use of the inflatables
from 10–11:15am, then head to the party room for a brown bag
lunch with their classmates. A parent/caregiver must remain
on-site to supervise the child during this event. The Jump Zone is
located at 6374 W. Howard Street in Niles.

This item is subject to the bidding rules for multiple winners. A winning bid entitles you
to one space at this event for your FTCNS child.

Bidding starts at $20 per slot. 20 slots available for the playdate.

Estimated Value: Priceless!
Donated By: Jump Zone

Pre-K/Mixed Age Pasta Party at The Chopping Block
Purple and Orange Families: Let’s get in the kitchen and learn
to cook! On Friday, June 4 from 11:00am to 1:00pm, 12 lucky
Pre-K or Mixed Age students (and their parents) will learn to
cook a nutritious and tasty meal at The Chopping Block, at
4747 N. Lincoln Avenue, in Lincoln Square.

The kids will learn to cook the following:
• Tomato, Basil and Fresh Mozzarella Salad
• Homemade Egg Pasta with Alfredo Sauce
• Panna Cotta with Strawberries and Blueberries

After the cooking, eat and socialize with your classmates!

This item is subject to the bidding rules for multiple winners. A winning bid entitles you
to one space at this event for your FTCNS child.

Bidding starts at $50 per slot. There are 12 slots available.

Estimated Value: Priceless!
Donated By: Sara Salzinski and The Chopping Block

S I L E N T•L I V E AU C T I O N I T E M P R E V I E WS

hand in hand 6

Service providers recommended by trusted friends

Parent Owned Business
$25 Donated to FTCNS for Each New Provider Sign-up

Service Providers Recommended by FTCNS Community

www.MyServiceVine.com
http://apps.facebook.com/myservicevine



Front Row Seats at Class Performances

Wave to your child from the front row at his/her year-end
performance! Don’t miss your chance to bid on a pair of
reserved seats at these popular events!

May 27: PreK & Mixed Age Class Performances
June 8: Young 3s Class Performance
June 9: 8:30 & 9:00 Nursery Class Performances

One PAIR of seats will be auctioned off for each class. Minimum bid starts at $15 per pair.

Estimated Value: Priceless!

Learn to Prepare Delicious Vegetarian Indian cuisine
Bid on an Indian vegetarian cooking demonstration/lesson at
the Shah home with dinner to follow. The menu will include:
chole (chickpea curry); paratha (Indian flatbread); vegetable
palou (rice); raita (cucumber yogurt dip); wine & appetizers.

AVAILABLE DATES:
Sunday, June 13 or Sunday, June 20 at 5:00 p.m.

Lesson can be tailored for adults only or family friendly. Limit to 4 adults or 1 family.

Minimum Bid: $40
Estimated Value: $125
Donated By: Shweta Shah

White Sox vs. Marlins: Bleacher Seats!
Watch the White Sox beat the Florida Marlins on Friday, May
21 at 7:10pm. Section 161, Row 9, Seats 3 and 4.

Minimum Bid: $20
Estimate Value: $64
Donated By: Jenn Twardosz

Vet Assistant for a Day!
Is your child an animal lover? Bid on this chance for your child to
be a real vet assistant! Dr. Murphy will take your child on a great
adventure at the West Wrigley Animal Hospital.

Limited to one-half day on a Monday or Friday as mutually agreed upon by Dr. Murphy
and winning bidder.

Minimum Bid: $100
Estimated Value: Priceless!
Donated By: Dr. Eileen Murphy

Take the Kids to Disney World!
Bid on these four, one-day Park Hopper passes. Park Hopper
passes are valid during normal operating hours and provide
admission to a magical experience at all of these Disney theme
parks: Magic Kingdom®, Epcot®, Disney’s Hollywood Studios™,
or Disney’s Animal Kingdom®.

No expiration or blackout dates.

Minimum Bid: $100
Estimated Value: $524
Donated By: Walt Disney World Community Relations

Class Weaving Projects: Own an original piece of art
made by your child and his classmates!
All our children participated in a class Weaving Project. Their
class “color” was the jumping off point. Sticking with this one
color yet using 8 to 10 different fabrics resulted in monochro-
matic pieces that are simple yet interesting, colorful and graphic.
The aim was to create something appropriate for not only a
child’s room wall, but something that could work well in any
room. The children assisted in the weaving of the fabrics, some
doing one piece, and many coming back to do a few more.

Chosen fabrics were mostly reclaimed and all are natural fibers:
cashmere, wool, silk, cotton and linen. Weavings measure
20 x 20" and are 11⁄2" deep.

Minimum Bid $40
Estimated Value $100

Class Mosaic Projects: Our children are the stars of a
beautiful work of art.
One mosaic mirror was created for each class for the FTCNS
Live Auction. Glass petals create a flower around each child’s
beautiful face. The mirror borders are painted with the class color
and mosaic clear glass covers it. A major portion of the glass
was recycled from a broken window, which not only lends a
“green” aspect to the project but also adds sparkle. These mirrors
were created by a large “mosaic circle” comprised of FTCNS
“mom” volunteers.

Minimum Bid $100
Estimated Value $500

Wine Toss
Relive the carnival games of your childhood by playing our wine
toss. For $20, each player will get three chances to put a ring
around a bottle of wine. Wines of various values and prestige
will be on the playing field. Try your hand and end up with
something special!
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PROUD SUPPORTER
of Families Together Cooperative

Nursery School

Phone: 312.640.1434

Email: contact@erickippcustom.com

www.erickippcustom.com



Need a vacation?
We have you covered!
Our wonderful community has come up with four different
vacation options for you to bid on!

A Week in Gorgeous Rural France!
Spend a week in a beautiful traditional thatched roof cottage on
17 acres of forest and pasture in Normandy, France.

The lovingly maintained—two bedroom/bath and a half—house
has a large terrace and gorgeous gardens. It features a com-
pletely modern kitchen with washer and dryer, a living/dining
room with a queen sofa bed, beautiful antique furniture though-
out, and many restored original features. The land surrounding
the house includes forested areas, open pastures and meadows,
and a small stream.

The house is two hours from Paris, in the village of Les Authieux
Sur Calonne, near the larger town of Pont L’eveque. It is a 30
minute drive from the coastal towns of Deauville, Trouville, and
Honfleur, and a one hour drive to Monet’s Giverney and the
Normandy beaches. Les Authieux Sur Calonne is in the heart of
the Department of Calvados, surrounded by farms, cheese mak-
ers, and cider and brandy producers. The house is a 15 minute
drive from an astounding number of incredible restaurants,
adorable villages, bakeries, antique shops, and traditional French
markets.

AVAILABLE DATES:
June 6–30, 2010
July 13–20, 2010
August 14–30, 2010
September 1–30, 2010

Minimum Bid: $1,200
Estimated Value: $2,100

Folk Victorian Cottage Weekend in Oregon, IL
Enjoy a weekend away in a simple folk Victorian cottage in
Oregon, Illinois! This small scenic town, located two hours from
Chicago (directly south of Rockford), straddles the banks of the
Rock River and is surrounded by two state parks and miles of
beautiful Midwestern farmland. An artists’ enclave since 1871,
the area boasts three foundries.

This 3 bedroom/1 bath cottage (built in 1871) features wrap-
around porch, hammock, outdoor fire pit, back deck, ping-pong,
tvs, wireless, printer. Just blocks from the Rock River; walking
distance to art galleries, parks, restaurants; near golf course,
riding ranch, pool and much, much more!

Dates to be mutually agreed upon between winner and donor.

Minimum Bid: $350
Value: $800
Donated By: Mike Rohrbeck & Andrea Raila

Indiana Dunes Vacation Home!
A recently renovated home just two blocks from a private beach
and an amazing Lake Michigan view are yours to enjoy from
June 4–7, 2010. This three bedrooms/two full bath home also

features an informal sleeping area with an additional two full
beds and a crib. This house can easily accommodate two fami-
lies. Set on a hilltop, the house enjoys a 360-degree view of not
only the lake, but of the surrounding State Park. The best part
about this house is it’s close proximity to the city. It is about an
hour and 15 minute drive from the north side. Located in a very
small community of homes, it’s only a short walk down the beach
to hiking in the Indiana Dunes State Park.

Included in your stay: linens, towels, beach towels, beach chairs,
beach toys, pre- and post-visit cleaning service, full use of kitchen:
dishes, pots, pans etc., gas grill, fireplace.

Minimum Bid: $300
Estimated Value: $800
Donated By: Meredith Glick

End the Summer with a Bang!
Spend the weekend of September11–13, 2010 at Domingo
Norborg’s grandparents’ cottage on Lake Michigan. The cottage
is just south of South Haven, Michigan, about 2 hours from
Chicago. The cottage sleeps 13—five twin beds and four bigger
beds—and features a huge deck overlooking the lake. Amazing
sunsets! This would be great for two or three families to share.

Minimum Bid: $300
Estimated Value: $800
Donated By: Chris Norborg and Alice Setrini
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ThankYou…
for SixWonderful Years!

FTCNShas been theBEST pre-school for:

We’ll Miss You!!!
The Serra Family

Isabella • Graduated ~ June 2006
Gabriella • Graduated ~ June 2008
Daniela • Graduating ~ June 2010
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FTCNS is lucky to have many

talented parents and friends in

our community. We have so

many unique items for you to

peruse at the Gala. They include

original artwork, sculpture, pottery,

jewelry, hand-knit items, hand-made

clothing, gift certificates, unique

experiences, photography,

bath products, food, wine,

and much more.

Funny Faces

“She’s the best face painter
in the world!”

Henry, age 6
Kids all over Chicagoland agree.

Contact Denise 773-456-1134
facepainting123@gmail.com

by Denise Milito

Thirsty Lakeview residents now have a neighborhood wine and spirits shop
to call their own. Bodega Ramos features a worldwide selection of fine wine,

craft beer and artisanal spirits.

Beer tasting every Friday 4:30p–7:30p � Wine tasting every Saturday 12p–9p

1134 W Diversey Pkwy

(773) 281-0067 � www.bodegaramos.com � m-sat 12p–9p � sun 12p–6p



PROUD SUPPORTER
of Families Together Cooperative

Nursery School

1039 West Granville Avenue
Chicago, Il 60660

773.764.0400

www.metropoliscoffee.com
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Michael Parilla
Mortgage Advisor, PERL Mortgage, Inc.
Office: 773.413.3293 | Cell: 312.209.5291
2936 W. Belmont Ave. Chicago, Illinois 60618
mparilla@perlmortgage.com
perlmortgage.com

FREE Pre-Approvals!

Christopher Rohrbeck (FTCNS 1999-2000)  7th Grader 
Reah Rohrbeck (FTCNS 2002 -2003) 5th Grader 
Rianna Rohrbeck (FTCNS 2004-2005) 1st Grader

All FTCNS grads attend the Northside Catholic Academy (NCA) 
at the St Gertrude and St Ita primary and elementary  
campuses. All involved in sports, music, art and dance.

Parents Andrea Raila & Michael Rohrbeck
(co-founder/organizer of FTCNS Edgewater location)
reside at 1400 W Elmdale Chicago IL 60660 773-508-9140

WHERE ARE THEY NOW?

Congratulations to FTCNS on its
10 year anniversary!
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Owen Weiland 
FTCNS Kid 2005-2007

Now in the 2nd Grade at Bell Gifted program.

WHERE ARE THEY NOW?

Hello to Mary, Ellen, Salena & Chris!

PROUD SUPPORTER
of Families Together Cooperative

Nursery School

4501 North Lincoln Avenue
Chicago, IL 60625

773.271.1901

Regular Hours: 9am - 7pm
Wednesday & Saturday Hours: 9am - 5pm

Closed on Sundays

www.jewellanimalhospital.com

We’re proud to be one of
Chicago’s premier catering and event

management companies.
We are known for exquisite food, impeccable service,

calm and experienced planners, knock-out presentations,
thoughtful consultation & coordination.

EXCLUSIVE CATERER TO:
The Garden Rooms of the Winnetka Community House

The Lakeview Room at Park Center on the Glen
The Historic Wagner Farm

PREFERRED CATERER—OFFERING FULL SERVICE
CATERING & EVENT PLANNING—TO:

The Anita Dee Cruise Line • The Redfield Center at The Grove
The Woman’s Club of Evanston • The Newberry Lirbrary

The North Shore Center for Performing Arts
and many other sought after venues in the city and the suburbs.

www.cateredbydesign.com • 847-965-4094

Saturday • May 1, 2010 • 7:00pm
DANK Haus German American Cultural Center

4740 North Western Avenue

DID YOU LIKE THE ITEMS
IN THIS PREVIEW?

ATTEND TO SEE THE REST!

hand in hand
FTCNS TENTH ANNIVERSARY FUNDRAISING GALA
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The school that would eventually become Families Together Cooperative Nursery
School began more than 30 years ago in Evanston. In the early 1970’s, a group of
Evanston parents formed a parent/tot playgroup. In the 1980’s, this group decided
to become a more formal cooperative and eventually became licensed as the
Evanston Cooperative Nursery School (ECNS). ECNS was housed in several differ-
ent locations until it found a home at Hemenway United Methodist Church on Chicago
Avenue in Evanston. In the late 1990’s, due to a variety of building issues, it became
apparent that the school needed to move from Hemenway to a new location.

Some parents from Immanuel Lutheran’s “Together Program” playgroup had been
dreaming of starting a cooperative nursery school at the church. Michelle Knapp, the
parish nurse and Together Program founder, suggested that they visit other area co-
ops. One parent from the Together Program visited ECNS and learned that the school
was looking for a new location and was open to moving to Chicago. At the end of a
search in Evanston and Chicago, the ECNS Board chose Immanuel Lutheran as the
new home for their co-op.

In the spring of 1997, ECNS closed and began its transition to its new Edgewater lo-
cation. 12 students were enrolled for the fall and the ECNS board hoped to use the
summer to fully move the school to its new location. As the summer progressed, how-
ever, the board learned that in order for the school to open at Immanuel, major DCFS
and city-code related upgrades, such as fire doors and alarm systems, were required.
The school did not have the necessary funds to complete these updates. By August of
1997, the board knew the school would not be able to open in the fall. They made
the difficult decision to close the school and focus on obtaining the funds to complete
the upgrades and open for the 1998–1999 school year.

Over the next year and into the fall of 1998, the school board,
church representatives, and Together Program parents worked
together to find funds to hire an architect and carry out all of
the necessary upgrades of the physical space. In March of
1998, after considering becoming the Sunshine Cooperative
Nursery School or the Edgewater Cooperative Nursery School,
Families Together Cooperative Nursery School was officially
approved as the name of the school. Representatives from the
Church and Together Program community joined the school board in order to further
along the transition and fundraising process. Michelle Knapp and her mother, Ellen
Bretting, secured a large contribution from the Women’s Board at Immanuel Lutheran
to complete the physical upgrades. This was a critical donation and it is unlikely that
the school would have gotten off the ground without it. Other individuals and foun-
dations also contributed funds on which the opening of the school depended.

During the spring of 1999, despite not yet having its DCFS license, FTCNS was able
to operate as a parent/tot program serving eight nursery school-aged children.
In September 1999, Families Together was able to open as an official licensed nurs-
ery school. FTCNS began the school year with 12 students, its first year’s rent paid by
an anonymous grant. Each parent involved in the cooperative took many different
roles—many of which are the roles that our committees play today. The school began
with one Mixed Age class and expanded into one Nursery class and one Pre-K class
in 2001. In 2004, FTCNS added a Young 3s class and in 2005, another Nursery
class. In 2006, a second Pre-K class was added and in 2007, one of the Pre-K classes
was turned into the current Mixed Age class. Since the 1999-2000 school year,
FTCNS has expanded to serve 90 students each year. The school’s commitment to be
a true cooperative—with sliding scale tuition, a parent Board, parent assistants in our
classroom, and an incredible committee structure—was and is still the backbone of this
wonderful school.

FA M I L I E S T O G E T H E R C O O P E R AT I V E N U R S E RY S C H O O L H I S T O RY
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W I T H H E A R T F E LT T H A N K S … F R I E N D S O F F T C N S Tracey Dobson & Serge Krieger • Aina Gutierrez & Douglas Sondgeroth
• Randy Hyuck • Elizabeth & Steve Mankowski (in honor of Katherine Whinnery’s 95th Birthday—Paige Mankowski's great-grandmother) •
Toni Meder & Tim Weiland • Jeff Norman & Joan Solomon • Thomas Pace & Natalie Spears • Andrea Raila & Michael Rohrbeck
• John Schomberg & Ellen Wheeler • Sara & Joe Shacter • Donna Welch • Matt & Katie Wise �

W I T H H E A R T F E LT T H A N K S … F T C N S D O N O R S A Better Tan • About Face Theatre • Act 3 Organization Collaborators • Adventure
Stage Chicago • Alto Realty • American Girl • Amy Case • Andersonville Suzuki Academy • Andrea Dudikova Photography • Andy
McGuire • Anita Klueg • Anna Maria Horner • Anne Breck-Meyer • Anthropologie • Apart Pizza • Apartment People • A/X Armani
Exchange • Art Institute Of Chicago • Artists’ Frame Service • Barbara Gelfeld • Bark Bark Club • Bethany Mitchell • Bikram Yoga
Andersonville • Birthways, Inc • Bloom Yoga Studio • Blue Man Group • Bodega Ramos • Brad & Emily Salmon • Bradish Associates •
Branen Designs • Bright Endeavors • Calo Ristorante • Carnivale • Carol Setapen • Carol’s Event Staffing • Catered by Design • Charlies
Ale House • Cheetah Gym Edgewater • Chicago Architecture Foundation • Chicago Ballet Arts • Chicago Chamber Choir • Chicago
Children’s Museum • Bubba Gump • Chicago Dramatists • Chicago Kids Bookstore • Chicago Kids Company – Theatre for Children•
Chicago Opera Theater • Chicago Public Radio (WBEZ) • Chicago Tribune • Chicago Zoological Society/Brookfield Zoo • Chicago
Rooftop LLC/Brixen Ivy • Chicago White Sox • Chicago Wilderness Magazine •
Chicago Wolves • Christine Whitley • Coffee Ambassadors/Ipsento Coffee Shop
• Colin Bunn • Confettico • Continuing Studies at the School of the Art Institute of
Chicago • Core Fitness Enhancement • Cory Gilroy • Craig Brown • Craig Seip
and Max Weinberg • Crosstown Tree Service • Custom Adventures • DAL Builders
• Damon Kiely and Jennifer Tanaka • Dana Hall • David Vincent • Deana Rose
Handmade Jewelry • Degerberg Academy of Martial Arts • Dennis Palsgrove •
Denise Milito-Stockwell – Recycle Girl • DePaul University – The Theatre School •
Dinkel’s Bakery • Drew’s Eatery • Dyson • Early to Bed • Eclecticity • Element Bars
• Embellish Boutique • Encyclopaedia Britannica, Inc. • Eric Kipp Custom Clothiers
Co. • Eiren Caffall • ESPN Radio • Evissa • Family Grounds Cafe • Fantasy
Kingdom • Father & Son Barber Shop • Fifth House Ensemble • Foursided Custom
Framing Gallery • Frasca • Front 40 Press • Frontera Foods • Galter Life Center •
Gethsemane Garden Center • Guatam Shah and Radhika Miraglia • Goodman
Theatre • Gymboree Play & Music • hanger 18 • Heather Brown-Palsgrove •
Holzkopf’s Meat Market • HomeMade Pizza Co. • Homey Art Gallery • Hop
Haus • Hopleaf • Hubbard Street Dance Chicago • Ikea • Illinois Sports Facilities
Authority • IMAX Theatre • In Full Bloom Organizing • Intelligentsia Coffee • Italiasia
• Jack Rabbit • Jeanne-Marie Greiner • Jen Breen • Jenny O’Grady – Mary Kay
Cosmetics Consultant • Joel Hall Dance Center • Joel Straus • Joffrey Ballet •
Johanna Vargas • jookie, a portrait boutique • Julius Meinl • Jump Zone Party Center
• K Brown Fitness Solutions • Keeley Sorokti • Koval Distillery • Krista K Boutique •
Laura Pieper • Laurie Lee Moses • Laurie Peters • Let Them Eat Chocolate • Lifeline
Theatre • Lil Kickers/ChiTown Futbol • Lillstreet Art Center • Lincoln Lauhon and
Maureen Bolon • Lincoln Park Athletic Club • Lincoln Square Acupuncture • Lisa
Merida-Paytes • Little Learners Musikgarten • Little Threads • Lori Kristofka • Lotions
& Potions • Lula Cafe • Malia Prystowsky • Market Bar & Restaurant • Meg
Mortenson • Melissa Hellstern • Meredith Glick • Merry Music Makers •
Metropolis Coffee • Metropolitan Brewing Company • Michael Banghart •
Michael Tschantz-Hahn • Microsoft • Midtown Tennis Club • Mother Me, Inc. •
Morningstar • Museum of Science and Industry • Music Together of Lincoln Square
• My Gym Children’s Fitness Center • Mystic Blue Cruises • Natalie Spears &
Thomas Pace • Natural Elements Salon • Nightwood Restaurant • nu*design LLC • O’Brien’s Restaurant • Odyssey Fun World • Old Town
School of Folk Music • Orbitz Worldwide • Over Easy Cafe • Pegasus Players • Peggy Notebaert Nature Museum • Performing Arts Limited
• Piece Brewery & Pizzeria • Pinky Nails • Pish Posh • PLS Carpentry • Practicality House • Pure Nirvana Spa • Ranalli’s • Raven Theatre
Company • Ravenswood Winery • Ravinia Festival • Redtwist Theatre • Renessence Studio • Reshoft Remodeling • Right Now Redesign •
Robert and Rebecca Foersterling • Robert Jeffrey Hair & Skincare Studio • Rockwell’s Neighborhood Grill • Rosebud Restaurants • Sandberg
Architecture and Design Inc. • Shaw’s Crab House • Shawn Howd • Shedd Aquarium • Shoreline • Simply Jessie Photography • Simply
Wisconsin, LLC • Skilled General Contracting • Skybox on Sheffield • Skydeck Chicago • Snippets • So Silly Stuff • Soldier Field • Starbucks
• Stretch Run Sporting Club and Grille • Stroller Strides • Stitch Addiction • Stefanie Zizzo • Suzan and Bill Pinsof • Swedish American
Museum • Swedish Bakery • Swerve Salon • Taco Bell • Tara Arnaud • Team Blonde Jewelry • Terry’s Toffee • The Book Cellar • The
Chicago Symphony Orchestra • The Chopping Block • The Cookie Cutters • The Cooking and Hospitality Institute of Chicago (CHIC) • The
Glick Family • The Green Mama • The Loan Family • The Norborg Family • The Peace School • The Pinsof-Berlowitz Family • The Publican
• The Serra Family • The Shah Family • The Spirited Gardener, Inc. • Theatre Building Chicago • Timeless Toys • Timeline Theatre Company
• Touch and Heal Massage Therapy • Toujours Spa & Salon • toys et cetera • Tracey Dobson Hardwear • Tru • Truly Styled • Uncommon
Ground • Uppercut Management • Urban Oasis • Vera Bradley Designs • Walker Brothers Pancake House • Wallace Farms & Nick’s Wild
Fish • Walt Disney World • Waveland Bowl • Wear It Out Loud, LLC • West Wrigley Animal Hospital • Winston’s Internet Cafe • Wishcraft
• Women & Children First • Wonder Works Childrens Museum • Writers’ Theatre • Yoga Now • yogaview • Young Rembrandts • Zabin
and Associates, P.C. • 2 Point Perspective: Architecture • 33 Club �

T H A N K YO U… S P O N S O R S • D O N O R S • S U P P O R T E R S

Our sincerest gratitude extends to each and

every one of our generous sponsors, supporters

and donors. This year’s fundraising campaign

was a genuine Hand In Hand effort

and we deeply appreciate your generosity.

Special thanks to: FTCNS Sponsor,

City Kids Dental; FTCNS Supporters,

Jewell Animal Hospital, Eric Kipp

Custom Clothiers, Metropolis Coffee,

and My Service Vine; FTCNS

In-Kind Donors, Juan and Lana Millan,

Goose Island Beer Company,

Catered by Design, and Bodega Ramos.



Inspiring Lifelong Learning

North Park Elementary School admits qualified students without regard to race, 
national or ethnic origin, or religion.

2017 West Montrose Ave., Chicago, Illinois 60618 

NPES is a nurturing, independent school with a strong sense of 
community. Our parent-faculty partnerships and well-rounded 
curriculum promote a love of learning in each child.

Grades K-8 with Low Student-Teacher Ratio

Reasonable Tuition

Spanish, Art, Music, 
Drama, Computer, PE

Welcoming Ethnic and 
Cultural Diversity

Congratulations to FTCNS on its
10 year anniversary!
Thank you for giving our child such
a great first school experience.

Ava Norman currently attends Baker
Demonstration School and is in the 3rd grade.
She now has a younger sister, Lily, who is 2.   
Her whole family fondly remembers her time at
FTCNS, and Ava still says that Becca and Chris were 
best teachers she’s ever had!  

WHERE ARE THEY NOW?

Thank you FTCNS Families

for supporting

our Tenth Anniversary

Fundraising Campaign.

We hope you enjoy the Gala!




